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George F. Will
Is Bush
Tough |
Eﬁeugh‘? |

" HOUSTON—Many residents ol this
.city speak - with'-an. accent strong |
- enough:-to- make.even other Texans
‘blanch. But George Bush does not. The.
.son of a:senator from. Connecticut
(Preacott Bush), he was polished atAn-
dover and Yale. Today he lives in thr
“temperate affluence of a Houston subu
‘urb, and he mtend.s to hve in Washmgg
“ton'in 1981..
.. Thus-far h:s strenuous prendentiﬂ
_campaign ‘been a - long marcl'r
through Republican- rallies, - evokmg
‘showers of - bouquets and' cheers.’ ,But]
viewed in'a’ ‘dry, impartial- light,’ lns
" progress suggests a cautionary thoughb.
Onpe reason he looms large .in. thei
- thoughts of many Republican actmst:;
"and many journaliste, is that he is an|
0asis of novelty in a desert of sameness. |
(For those to whom politics is primarily:
entertamment nothmg oﬂends hke re-
runs) .
Everyone who knows Bush hkes hzm.
and that, strange to say,-is a problem.
: He seems devoid of that trace of means
- . ness that people find somehow reassurs.
“ing as-an aijoy“of: van]tmg ambmon.‘
: The recurring- question among his ad~
5 mxrers i3, “Is he tough. enough"" Ny
: .~ Part of the problem is his apparanc&
“and demeanor. Plainly put, he.is. totr
*skinny and.preppy. Some people find’|
. that he seems, at first blush, just right’
_for a Yale first _baseman, but somehow |
not bulky enough-for a president. FDR, |
- although gently-‘bred, was ungentle,
-and reassuringly cynical. Bush's angu-
“larity, languid gracefulness and ingen<
" ‘uousness can-add up to an nnpressmn
:_-of boyishness. 37 1o 23 22 2y SRS
- Furthermore, he has-won: only two
. electlons both to Congress, and he lost]
.two Senate races. In 1964, he was
“caught in the Goldwater undertow. In’
1970, he found himseif flanked on- the
-right when Lioyd Bentsen upset the l!b-
;eral mcumbent, Balph Yarborough, Iy

“-tion through the year before the next,]

THE WASHINGTON POST
22 October 1978

“Bush is aware of the “toughness
xssue, and he becomes flinty when re-
cmna the following facts: -~ ..

-He left Yale at 18/in 1941 to enhst in.
the Navy. He ‘was, briefly, the Navy's,
youngest pﬂor In the Pacific theater he
“was shot down and awarded the Dlstm«
guished Flying Cross,: and three: air’
medals. After Yale he could have ; gone:
to Wall Street, to Brown Brothers Har~
-riman or some similarly genteel cathe-:
- dral of ‘enterprise. Instead, he headed‘
-for the West Texas oil-fields to sell drill-*
:ing equipment. He founded an oil come-
.pany that prospered m rough. G
tumble competmon. BT TS 4
" 'As chairman: of. the . GOP‘ durmg
Watergate he managed to put d.lstancea
“between “the “party and® the White
.. House. As director of the CIA he admin-
. istered difficult changes. He also has:
~ been bead of the U.S. mission m Pe-
kmg- N L

“Perhaps: Bush is, as George Romney
was. the sort of candidate who prospers’

" only from the year after the last elece:

. that period in which boredom’ leids
“ people-to invest new figures with.am-
.-untested aura of potency. But Bush’s
. principal problem.-is Ronald Reagan.
_"And it is possible that Ronald Reagan's
support today is, as Edmund Muski€’s’
“support was in 1971, like'a piece ot
- Steuben crystal, i impressive but fragﬁe,
and vulnerable to one knock. - T

- Many Republicans who feel deep ats’
tecnon and respect for Reagan also fae}

STAT |

.not squint at the world with raisin-lik

-against the entire field of candida

.sonable to bet on Bush. .. .

.-a ‘vague sense--of Tegret, or_at least
. dampened spirits, when-they conclude ;

. that’they are- duty-bound to suppon
~ him again, They are not exactly looking
.for an excuse to feel absolved from that |
duty Butthey could easily come to feel

: absolved by. somethmg—-perhaps the;
< New. Hampshire: primary—that. the}_]
could construe as an absolving event.: .|
~'LBJ in 1968 and Muskie in 1972 suf~]
fered crippling New Hampshire “victo-
ries” that fell short of ‘expectations.’
_raised by journalists. I Reagan finishes
_‘second in New Hampshire, or even.if
S'he .wins by an-“unimpressive” plurality
.m a crowded field; many Supporters

. Imay seek new heroes. . .°. -

;'.s..“,(

Approved For Release 2007/06/21 CIA- RDP99 00498R000100050030 6 o

" Jusbas Reagan is more moderate anc
subtle than he has sometimes appeared

'Bush is more conservative and formida

ble than he has yet made clear. He doeq

eyes, seeing high office as the onk
earthly good. But he has used the last
year well. Only a foolish person would
today, bet on any particular candidaf:

But if you are compelled at gunpoint
do so, it would not be utterly unress

i . mmu&%




